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MepiAnwn. H LeAETN TS LOPPOAOYIAS Kai TNS AEITOUPYIKAS IKAVOTNTAS TOU AKPOTWHATOS TTPOTPEPE]
TTOAUTIUES TTANPOQOPIES O GTI aQOPd TN YOVILOTTOIMTIKI IKQVOTNTA TOU aTTEppaTo{wapiou. H mpokAnT
QKPOOWUIAKN avTidopaan €xel aITOKTAOE! LEyaAn onuacia: a) atnv mpoBAEWn TNS YOVILOTTOMTIKIS IKa-
voTnTag evog delyuarog omépuarog, B) we mpoyvwoTIKOS OEIKTNS O KUKAOUS KAQOIKNS E§WOWUATIKIG
yoviuotroinang (IVF), y) otnv emAoyn Twv TEPITTWOEWY GTTOU EiVal UTTOXPEWTIK] 1] DIEVEQYEIQ EVOOW-
apiaknc éyxuong omrepuarolwapiou (ICSI) kai §) atnv ekTiunon g duouevous emidpaacns g dladika-
giag karGyuéng — amréwuéng aTn yovILOTIoINTIKN IKavOTnTa eves defyuarog omépuarog. H mpokAnTn a-
KQOOWIAKN avTidpaan Exel ETTIONS XPNoILOTToINGEl Kai BepaITEUTIKG LE T Xprion S1apopwy PaplLaKo-
AoyIKwy ouoiwy oTnV TPOoTTaBeia va BeATiwOBei To arroréAcoua ¢ IVF.
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The study of structure and function of the acrosome offers valuable information regarding sperm fertil-
izing capacity. The challenged acrosome reaction (Acrosome Reaction to lonophore Challenge - ARIC)
has been applied in a variety of fields including: a) prediction of fertilizing capacity of a sperm sample,
b) prediction of success in classic in vitro fertilization (IVF) cycles, c) selection of cases where applica-
tion of intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSl) is mandatory and d) evaluation of detrimental effect of
freezing—thawing procedure in sperm fertilizing capacity. The challenged acrosome reaction has been
usedtherapeutically through application of various pharmacologic substances in an attemptto enhance
IVF results.
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1. Eicaywyikd oToixsia

To akpbowua kaAUTTEl Ta TTPOOBIA 2/3 TNG Ke-
@aAng Tou omreppatolwapiou. AtroteAsital amd
dUo TuruarTa, To TPAabio kai To oTTioBio, Ta oTToix
@aiveral 6T Sla@épouv TG00 0Tn 0UVBEDN TOUC,
600 kai a1o pdAo TTou diadpapartifouv KaTd TNV
akpoowpiakn avtidpacn (AA). To omioBio Tur-
Ha Bev ouppeTéxel otV AA aAAdG Qaiveral TTwg
EUTTAEKETAI TNV VWO TOU OTTEPUATOWAPIOU HE

TO WApPIo. H puaioAoyikr| Hop@oAoyia Tou aKpo-

OWHATOG BewpEiTal oNUAVTIKOS TTPOYVWOTIKOG
BEIKTNG TNG YOVIPOTIOINTIKAG TOU IKAVOTNTAS KAl
eival duvarté va peAeTnBei 1600 PE TO KOIVO, 660
Kal JUE TO NAEKTPOVIKG HIKPOOKOTTIO.

H AA repihapBdver katd ogipd T SidoTraon TG
KUTTAPIKNG Kal TNG £§w aKPOOWHIAKAS HEURPA-
VNG Kai Tnv ammeAeuBépwon Twy ev{Upwy Tou a-
Kpoowpatog (1). Ztnv peAétn Tng AA éxouv
XpnoigoTroinBei didgopeg péBodol. Me 10 NAekTpo-
VIKO HIKPOOKOTTIO TTPOodIiopifovTal e peydAn a-
KpiBelia Ta omeppatolwdpia TOU EXOUV
oAoKANpwoel TNV AA, aAAG o1 yéBodol TTou Xpn-
Ol1gOTIOIoUVTaI TTI0 OUXVA BagifovTal oTn Xprion
TOU OTITIKOU pIKpooKoTTiou (2,3). Ta oTrepuaro-
wdpia xpwpartifovral pe Tn xprion diaeoépwyv
XPWOTIKWY Kal Ta TEAEUTAia Xpdvia n Xprion ¢Bo-
PICOUCWV AEKTIVWOV 1] BOPIZOVTWV QVTICWHATWY
£xel dwael TTOAU agiotmaTa amoteAéouara (4,5).
O @Bopiopog emTPETEI TOV SIAXWPIOHS TWV
OTTEPUATOLWAPIWV TTOU €XOUV eppavioel TNV AA
atmo 1a aképala oTrepuaTolwdpid, PE HEYOAUTE-
pn eUKoAia kai akpifeia (6,7,8). OAeg auTég o1 ué-
Bodo1 BERaIa HEAETOUV TRV aUTOPATH AA TTOU £XEl
MIKPr} oX€0nN JE TN YOVILOTTOINTIKH IKAVOTNTA EVOG
OeiypaTog oTrépUaTog, dI6TI WG YVWOTOV pbévov
Ta oTreppaTolwdpia pe ABIKTO aKPOCWHUA UTTO-
poUv va d1eIcdUCoUV 0TO WAPIO KAl VA TO YOVi-
HOTIOINCOUV.

Mia S1aQOopETIKY KAl TIpO0QATn TTPOCEYYION OTN
MEAETN TNG AA gival n TTpAKANON TNg avtidpaong
HE TNV Xprion 1ovo@opou (Acrosome Reaction to
lonophore Challenge - ARIC) (9). H péBodog ARIC
EMTPETTEI TOV DIOXWPIOUS PE PEYGAN OKPIBEI TWV
oTreppaTolwapiwy Trou egeavifouv autopatn AA
a1ré Ta OTTEPUATOWAPIA OTA OTTOIA ETTITUYXAVE-
Ta1 TIPOKANTA AA. '

Me Tnv avaokoTInon auTr EMIXEIPEITAl N TTApou-
oiaon Twv TpéoPaTwy dedopEvy TNG d1EBVoUg
BiBAIoypagiag o€ 0TI aQopd TOUG HNXAVIOHOUG TNG
TTPoKANTrAG AA aAAG Kal TNG KAIVIKIG TNG onuaciag

Kal EQapUOYAG.

2. TIpokANTHA aKPOOTWHIAKK avTidpaon
(ARIC)

Me 1n Sokipacia ARIC Ta oTrepparowdpia eTrw-
agovrai apxIKG PE TO 10VOQOPO KAl KATOTTIV g
PBopiouca AekTivn, WOTE va Yivel 0 SIaXWPICHES
TWV OTrEPPATOdWAPIWY TTOU OAOKApwaav TNV A-
A am6 Ta aképaia omeppaTtolwdpia. ITn
dokipaoia auT Ta oTTEPUATO{WAEPIN EVEPYOTTOI0U-
VTQI JE ETIWO0T YIA TPEIG £WG £E1 (OPEG OE BPETTTIKG
UAIKOG. To 10vO@6pO TTOU XProipoTTolEiTal auEAVEI
TNV EVOOKUTTAPIA GUYKEVTPWOT TOU aoBEoTiou,
WaTe va AdBel xwpa n AA.

H dokipacia ARIC oudiaoTikd eivar pia pé8odog
ME TNV oTToia gival duvaTr n HEAETN TG PEYIOTNS
IKQVOTNTAG TWV OTTEPHATOZWAPIWY EVOC SESONE-

~vou deiypartog va epgavicouv AA. Me GAAa Adyia

gival n eKTiUNON TWV EQESPEIWV TWV CTIEPUATO-
{wapiwv oe 611 agopd v AA. To TeAIKS
amoTéAeopa dideTal apol agaipeboly Ta GTTEP-
Hatolwdpta TTou NAdn &iXav OAOKANPWOEl
autopartn AA Trpiv Tnv évapén Tng dokipaaoiag
ARIC.

21 dokipaaoia ARIC xpnaoipoTtroloGvTal 3id@opol
TPOTTON YE TOUG OTTOIOUG ETTITUYXGVETAI N SIEUKO-
Auvon Tng €106d0u 16VIWV aoBecTiou OTO
E0WTEPIKO TWV OTTEPHATOWAPIWY HE TTAPAAAN-
An adgnon Tou evOOKUTTAPIOU pH, CUVBNKWY TTOU
utroonBouv Tnv mmpékAnon g AA. O1 TTio oU-
XVa XpnoipoTroloUhevol TPATTION yia TNV TIPOKANGN
eival o1 €€n¢:

a) H diagavrig {wvn Kai Ta SIGAUTA TnG TTpoidvTa:
gival yvwotd 61 n AA yivetan o1n draavri {uvn
HETA TN o0vOeon TwV oTreppaTofwapiwy Pe TNV
TTPWTEIVN-3 TNG eEWTEPIKAG eTTIQaveiag TnG dia-
@avoug ¢wvng (ZP3) (10). H tpicdicoTarn doun
NG diaavoug fwvng £xel1dIaiTEPn GNUEaGIa vi qu-
T0 K N Xprion oAGkAnpng 1ng diagavoug fwvn
éxel KAAUTEPQ ATTOTEAECPATA OF CUYKPIOT] HE TN
Xprion Twv dIaAuTLY NS TrpoidvIwy {(10). ETel-
O 0 ap1Bués Twv diaBiciuwy diagavwv {wvwv
Oev gival ApKETOG, UTTAPXE! QVTIKEIMEVIKT OUOKO-
Aia otnv TpdkAnon NG AA pe T péBodo autn.
‘ET01 T TeAcuTaia Xpdvia 01 EPEUVNTESG TTEIPAMA-
TiCovTal pe TNV oUVBeon NG avacuvduaouévng
TIPWTEIVNG-3 TNG Siaeavoug wvng (recombinant
ZP3) n omoia Ba pmopoloe va XpnolIgoTroinBei
otV mpokAnon g AA (11).
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B) To 1ovopopo A23187: 70 IovopEpo auTo ATav
n TTPWTN OUCIia TTOU XPNOIPOTIOIMBNKE Yia TNV
TIpOKANGN TNG AA (9). Z€ CUYKPITIKEG HEAETEG HE
NV Xprion lovo@dpou A23187 kai T Xprion dia-
@avoug {wvng dev £YIVE €V TOUTOIG duvarr n
aveUpeon BETIKNG CUOXETIONG WETAEU Twv BUo au-
TV PEBGBWY TNG TTPOKANTAG AA (12).

y) AMEeG ouaieg: eKTOG aTrd TN Xprion TG diaga-
voug {wvng Kai Tou iovopépou A23187 Exouv
XpnoipoTToInBel KaTé Kaipoug Kal GAAEG OUTTES Yia
TNV TTPOKANCN TNG AA. ZTIG OUCIEG QUTEG OUNTTE-
pihapBdvovTal n TpoyeoTepdvn (13), oToIXEId TOU
woPbpou Biokou Tou wapiou (14), 6TTwg TTioNg
kai n TpaxnAiKr BAévvn 1 To WOBUAAKIKG uypPd
(15:16,37)-

3. H KAIvikf} onpuacia Tng wpokAnTig
OKPOCWHIAKAG avTidpaong

Eival yvwaoTo amd maAid 611 n Tapouasia Tou a-
KPOOWUATOG Kal N owoTh AeiToupyia ToUu
QTTOTEAOUV OUCIACTIKOUG TTAPAYOVTES TNG YOVIHO-
TToINTIKAG IKAVOTNTAG TOU OTTEPUATOdWapiou,
Sedopévou 6T OTTEPHATOWAPIA XWPIG AKPOOWHA
Sev cival og Béon va diElodUCoUV OTO ECWTEPIKO
Tou wapiou (18). Emriong deiypata oméPUATOG HE
oTrepUaTolwdpIa TTOU €iXaV OE ONUAVTIKS TTO00-
016 OTPOYYUAEG KEPAAEG AOYyw eAAcipewg
QKPOCWHATOG TTapouaiadav PEIwPEVN YOVILOTNTA
(19). H yovipoTroinTikr} IKavoTnTa EVOG BeiyaTog
ptTopel va e€acBevioel dTav UTTAPXOUV TIPo-
BAuaTa 1600 oTnv dopr, 600 Kai 0T AgiToupyia
TOU aKpoowuatog (19). ‘Exer emmiong mapatnpn-
Bei 6T n AA cuoxeTieTal pe TN digioduon Tou
omeppartolwapiou oty diagavr] {wvn (20). Me
Bdon Ta mapatrdvw dedopéva YiveTal avTIANTITo
611 n AA pTropei va SWaoel XPrioIUEG TTANPoQopi-
£C OE OPICUEVEG TIEPITTTWOEIG OVOPIKIG
uTTOYyOVIPOTNTAG.

Eival yvwoTo 611 Ta oTrepUaTodwdpia YOVIHWY av-
dpwv ugioTavral e TNV TAPodo Tou XPOvou
auTopaTn AA, o€ XaunAd dpwg rooooTd (21, 22).
Me v ARIC peAetdrar n peyiotn duvarodtnra Twy
omeppaTolwapiwy va epgavioouv Ty AA, yeyo-
VOG TTOU TTPOOEYYICEl HE HEYOAUTEPN aKPIREIa TN
YOVIHOTTOINTIKI TOUG IKavoTnTa. OTTWg £X€1 11dn O-
vagepBei, To amoTéAeopa NG peBddou ARIC
AQBAVETQI HETG TV AQAIPETT) TOU TTOCOCTOU TWV
oTrepuaTolwapiwy Trou eppavicav autéparn A-
A atrd auTd TTou eppavicoav TTpokANTA AA (9). Me

GAAG Adyia n TTPoKANTH auT AA eppavide Tehi-
KA TIC BUVATOTNTEG I TIG AEITOUPYIKEG EPEDPEIES TWV
omeppaTolwapiwy va epgavioouv KaTw amd o-
pIopEVES KATAAANAEG GUVBIKEG OTO PEYIOTO
Baduoé TV IkavoTnTa TOoug Yia AA. ‘Eva deiypa
OTTEPUATOG HE QUOIOAOYIKEG TIAPAUETPOUG OTO
oTrepuodIGypappa dev Ba HTTOPETE! VA YOVILO-
TToIfoEl TO WApIo £Gv eV OAOKANpwaoEer TV AA.
MpoéopaTa Se5oPEVA HANIOTA AVAPEPOUV OTI EVa
TT0000TO 29% TWV AVOPWIV HE PUTIOAOYIKO OTTEP-
podidypappa Kar avegiyntn utroyovipotnta
aKoun Kai Katd TV KAAOIKI] €EwowHATIKA YOoVi-
potroinon (IVF) apouaiale TpoBAnua otnv
TPOKANTA AA (22).

3.1. ZUCXETION TG TIPOKANTIG OKPOTWHIAKIG
AvTISPAONG HE TIG TTAPAHETPOUG TOU CTTEPHO-
Siaypapparog

‘Eva onuavTiké BEPa TTou aTraoX0oAE TOUG EpEU-
VNTEG €ival EQV UTTAPXE! KATTOI GUTXETIOT HETOGY
TWV BACIKWY TTAPAPETPWY TOU OTrEpUOdIa-
YPAUUATOG KA TOU ATTOTEAEOHATOG TNG TIPOKANTIG
AA (23,24,25). AciypoTa OTIEPUGTWY HE ONUavTI-
Krj 0oBevooTTEPUIa ELPAVICOUV CNUAVTIKA HEIWON
TN¢ TTPOKANTAG AA (23). AciypaTa etriong oTrep-
udTwy pe Bapeia TepaTooTTEpUia epavifouv
onuavTikr peiwon 1600 TNG autduaTng, 600 Kal
NG TTPOKANTAG AA (24). Ze Tpéo@aTn dnuoacicuon
BpéBnke 6Ti n AA TTOU TTPOKaAEITaI HE TNV XPrion
dIaAUTWYV TTPOIGVTWY dlagavoug wvng eival oa-
QUG HeIwpévn o€ deiypaTa oTrepUATWY PE Bapeia
TEPATOOTTEPHIa (25).

3.2. ZuoX£TION TNG TTPOKANTIAS AKPOGWHIAKIG
avTidpaong pe 1o amroréAsopa Tng IVF kai tng
KATAWUENG TOU OTTEPHATOG

Ta teheuTaia Xpdvia £Xouv yivel TTOAAEG TTPOOTTA-
Beleg ocuaxeTiIopoU TOU ATTOTEAEOUATOG TNG
TTPoKANTAC AA pe Tnv ékBacn g IVF. TToAAoi e-
peuvnTéC UloBETNOAV TNV TTPOKANTH AA Wg
SlayvwoTIKA SoKIpaoia Kal CUCXETIOAV TO ATTOTE-
Aeopa TG pe TRV EKBaocn NG eEWOWHATIKAG
yovigoTtroinong. ‘E1ai o1 Calvo kai ouv. Bprikav oTi
TO ATTOTEAECHA TNG TTPOKANTAG AA givail HEIWME-
VO OTIG TIEQITITWCEIG QVEEHYNTNG UTTOYOVIHOTNTAG
(26), elpnua T0 oTToio ETIREBAIWVE! TTAAIOTEQN
TTApaTAPENON EAATTWHEVNG OPACTIKOTNTAG TNG O-
kpoaivng (27). Exel emriong SIaoTwOEl HEIWpéVN
TIPOKANTH AA O€ TIEPITITWOEIG ETTAVOAAPBaVOpE-
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VNG Kal QVeSyNTNG aTToTuXiag YOVIHOTIOINoNG e-
T4 a6 IVF (22). Ze oméppata utroydvipwy
avdpwV pe diatapayn TG KIVATIKOTNTAG ) TS HOp-
@oAoyiag Twv oTreppaTofwapiwy éxel atrodeixOei
0TI TG00 pE TNV QUTONATT, GO0 KAl UE TNV TIPOKANTH
AA givai e@IkTr) N TTPORAEYN Tou aTroTEAETUATOG
NG EGWOWHATIKAG YOVIHOTIOINONS 08 UYnAS Tro-
00076 (20). 'Eva Bépa Tou ougnteital aré Toug
epeuvnTEG 0T B1EBVH BIBAIOYpagia gival To oo
TIPETTEl VA BEWPEITal TIPOYVWOTIKG TO 6pIo TTou
SIapoPOTIOIEl pia QuaIoAoyikr aTrd pia TTaBoAo-
yiKi} TpokANTA AA. To 6pio autd KupdiveTar o€
O1Gpopeg peAETeEG a6 5% £wg 30% (9,28,29,30).
Znueiveral TEAoG 6T n TTpokANTA AA pTropei va
QVIXVEUTEI TN UEIWGT) TNG TTOIGTNTAG TOU OTTEPHA-
TOG Trou eival Suvatév va eppaviodei PeTd TNV
diadikaoia TG Katdyugng - aréwuénc. Exel Ta-
paTnpEnOei ue NAEKTPOVIKO HIKPOOKOTTIO OTI HETE
T Sladikaoia autn erépxovTal BAABES 0To akpd-
OWHA TwV OTTEPUATOWapPiWY PE CUVETTEIA T
MEIWON TG YovILOTTOINTIKAG TOUG IKavATNTAG (31).
TR NPT A efer e pefrep v e e
Trou €Xouv atmroyuyBei, aveEaptnTa ammod Tnv ou-
oia TToU XpnoIYoTToIEiTal YIa TNV TIPOKANON TN AA
(32). H emmidpaon g KaTawuéng - arrdypugng dev
£XEI TTAVTOTE TO i010 ATTOTEAECHA, EXEI OUWG BPE-
B¢i 611 Ta deiypaTa Tou Katayuxnkav HETA atmd
EMAOYN TWV OTTEPHATOLWAPIWV PE TNV TEXVIKI] TOU
SWim-up TTapouaialouy KOAUTEPA TTOOOCTA TTPO-
KANTIG AA petd Tnv ammoyugn (33).

4. OepaTreuUTIKI] XPRON TNG TTPOKANTHAG
GKPOOWHMIAKNAG avTidpaong

ExT66 o116 TN SlIayVWOTIKI XPAoN £XOUV YiVEl TTpO-
OTIGBEIEG Ta TEAEUTAI XPOVIA VIO TNV BEPATTEUTIKN
¥oron G TTPOKANTAG AA [E SIGPOPES UPHAKO-
hoyikég ouoieg (34,35,36). H BepatreuTiki auTr
Tpooéyyion atrogacileTal 6tav n péBodog ARIC
amrodeikviel 6Ti n TTpokANnTA AA dev gival Quaolo-
hoyik. H un @uoiohoyikn autr) AA diakpivetal o€
800 €idn: a) TNV averrapkn AA: oTn Hop@n auTh
_ mpoKaAeital AA o€ HEIWPEVO TTOOOOTO OTTEPUA-
sofwapiwv kai B) TRV Tpdwpn AA: oTrn Hopen
owTr TTpokaAeiTal pev AA o€ uywnAd TTooooTO
omepuaTofwapiwy, xel OpwG HEYGAo TTo000TO
 gmepuaTolwapiwy TToU TTapouciacayv auTouaTn
Swpn AA. ZTnv avettapkn AA €xel TTpoTabein
1 QUPHUAKOAOYIKWV OUCIWY TTOU BIEYEIPOUV
wepBoavikoug 1] KUTTAPOTTAQCHATIKOUG UnXavi-

opoug. Ma Trapddelyua, n xprion TevToEUQUAA-
vng €xel amodeixBei 611 BeATIOVE! pia TETOIQ
avetrdpkeia (34). MdAioTa n emwacn pe mevro-
SUQUAAIVN pe okomd TV evioxuon ™mg
QVTATTOKPIONG TWV SEIYUGTWY OTIEPUATOC OTO 10-
vopopo A23187 eixe wg atroTéAeopa TNV altnon
TOU TT0C00TOU YOVILOTTOINONG TwV wapiwv aTnv
IVF (35). H uéBodog emropévwg autr, UE Tov guv-
Buaoud TTEVTOgUQUANIVNG Kal Iovopopou A23187,
HTTOpEi va XpnoipoTroinBei pe emmuyia atnv IVF.
ZTnVv mpowpen AA, n AékiBog Tou auyoU TTpoKa-
Aei BeAtiwon Tng autdépaTng TPdwpeng AA (36).
Eivar autovénto 611 oTa Seiypata twy oTreppd-
TWV OTA OTTOIA XPNCIKOTIOI0UVTAl Of TTAPATIAVW
HEBOBOI £Qv Sev emiTeux Bl BeAtiwon TG TIpoKAN-
MG AA KaI yovigotroinon 16Teé aKoAOUBE]
evBowapiakn éyxuon omepparolwapiou (Icsl).

5. Zuptrepdopara

l'l'pU\‘c‘tTr TS RUPYUnUY Gy nu gy menivupyima [
IKAVOTNTAG TOU QKPOOWHATOG TTROCPEPE! TTOAU-
TIMEG TTANPOQOPIES O OTI AQOPA TN YOVILOTIOINTIKA
IKOvOTNTA TOU oTTEpUaTolwapiou. H TTpokANTA AA
€X€I ATTOKTNOEI pEYAAn onuaoia: a) otnv TTPORAE-
W) TNG YOVIHOTTOINTIKAG IKAVOTNTAG EVOG DEiYHATOG
OTTEPHATOG, B) WG TIPOYVWOTIKAG BEIKTNG O€ KU-
KAoug IVF, y) oTnv emAoyn Twv TTEPITITWOEWY
otTou givar uttoxpewTikri n dievépyeia ICS| kai )
OTNV €KTiUNON TNG duoUEVOUG ETTIDPAOTG TNG dia-
dikaciag kardyuéng -— amoéyugng o1
YOVILOTIOINTIKA IKavOTNTA £VOG DEiyPaTOG OTTED-
parog. H TpokAntp AA  éxel  emiong
XPNOILOTTONBEl Kol BEPATTEUTIKA pE TN Xprion Sia-
@OpWV  QAPHAKOAOYIKWV OUCIWY 01NV
TIpooTTaBeia va BeATIWOE] To amroTéAeopia Tng IVE.
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